
Unveiling the Military History of the First War
with Iraq: A Comprehensive Examination
: The Genesis of Conflict

The First War with Iraq, also known as the Gulf War or Operation Desert
Storm, was a pivotal conflict that erupted in 1990 after Iraq's invasion of
Kuwait. This war marked a significant turning point in global politics and
military strategy, and its reverberations continue to shape the modern
world.
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In this comprehensive article, we delve into the intricate military history of
the First War with Iraq, exploring the key events, strategies employed, and
the decisive outcomes that shaped its course. Through meticulous
research and analysis, we uncover the complexities of this conflict and its
lasting impact on international relations.

The Prelude: Iraq's Invasion of Kuwait
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On August 2, 1990, Iraqi forces, led by Saddam Hussein, crossed the
bFree Download into Kuwait and swiftly seized control of the country. This
audacious move was met with international condemnation, and the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC) promptly passed Resolution 660,
demanding Iraq's immediate withdrawal from Kuwait.
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Kuwait's invasion stemmed from a complex interplay of political and
economic factors, including territorial disputes, oil production quotas, and
Iraq's mounting debt. Saddam Hussein's ambition to expand Iraqi influence
in the region also played a significant role in his decision to invade.

The International Response: Operation Desert Shield

In response to Iraq's aggression, the United States and its allies formed a
multinational coalition, spearheaded by President George H.W. Bush.
Operation Desert Shield was launched on August 7, 1990, with the
objective of deterring further Iraqi advances and defending Saudi Arabia
from potential invasion.
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The coalition assembled a formidable force, comprising troops from the
United States, the United Kingdom, France, Egypt, and numerous other
countries. This military buildup served as a clear message to Iraq that the
international community was united in its opposition to its aggression.

The Air Campaign: Operation Desert Storm

On January 16, 1991, the coalition launched Operation Desert Storm, a
massive air campaign aimed at crippling Iraq's military capabilities and
destroying its air defenses. The air campaign lasted for six weeks and
unleashed a relentless barrage of bombs and missiles on Iraqi targets.

The coalition air forces employed precision-guided munitions and advanced
technology to target key military installations, including air bases, command
centers, and weapons factories. The air campaign proved highly effective,
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significantly weakening Iraq's military and setting the stage for the ground
offensive.

The Ground Offensive: Liberation of Kuwait

On February 24, 1991, the coalition launched a ground offensive into
Kuwait. The ground forces consisted of a mix of American, British, Saudi,
and other coalition units, and they were tasked with liberating Kuwait from
Iraqi occupation.

The ground offensive, codenamed Operation Desert Sabre, was
characterized by rapid advances and decisive victories. The coalition forces
swiftly breached Iraqi defenses and liberated Kuwait City within four days.
The Iraqi army, weakened by the air campaign, offered limited resistance.
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The Ceasefire: End of Hostilities

On February 28, 1991, just 100 hours after the start of the ground
offensive, Iraq accepted a ceasefire agreement brokered by the UN. The
ceasefire called for an immediate cessation of hostilities and established a
framework for the withdrawal of Iraqi forces from Kuwait.

The ceasefire marked the end of the First War with Iraq, but it did not
resolve all the underlying issues that had led to the conflict. The legacy of
the war continues to shape relations between Iraq and its neighbors, and
the region as a whole.

Key Battles and Events of the First War with Iraq
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Battle of Khafji: A fierce clash between Iraqi and coalition forces in
January 1991, resulting in a victory for the coalition.

Operation Granby: The British contribution to the war, played a
crucial role in the liberation of Kuwait.

Operation Desert Sabre: The codename for the ground offensive,
which successfully liberated Kuwait.

Highway of Death: A notorious incident during the ground offensive, in
which Iraqi forces were routed and their vehicles destroyed.

UN Resolution 687: The resolution passed after the ceasefire,
demanding that Iraq disarm and comply with UN inspections.

Military Strategy and Lessons Learned



The First War with Iraq provided valuable lessons for military strategists
and policymakers. Some of the key lessons learned include:

The importance of international cooperation and coalition building.

The effectiveness of precision airpower in modern warfare.

The necessity of clear and achievable military objectives.
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The challenges of managing post-conflict situations and preventing
future conflicts.

Legacy and Impact of the First War with Iraq

The First War with Iraq had a profound and lasting impact on the world,
shaping geopolitical dynamics and influencing future military conflicts.
Some of the key legacies of the war include:

Establishment of a new world Free Download: The war helped to
usher in a new era of international cooperation and the strengthening
of international institutions.

Rise of the United States as a global superpower: The war
demonstrated the military might of the United States and its leadership
role in world affairs.

Redefinition of military strategy: The war showed the importance of
information technology, precision weapons, and airpower in modern
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warfare.

Continuing instability in the Middle East: Despite the liberation of
Kuwait, the war left unresolved tensions and conflicts in the region.

: Unraveling the Complexity of Modern Warfare

The First War with Iraq remains a complex and multifaceted conflict, whose
military history provides valuable insights into modern warfare and its
implications for international relations. Through a comprehensive
examination of key events, strategies, and outcomes, we have shed light
on the significance of this conflict and its enduring legacy.

As we navigate an ever-changing global landscape, it is essential to
understand the lessons learned from past conflicts, including the First War
with Iraq. By unraveling the complexity of modern warfare, we can better
prepare for future challenges and strive to build a more peaceful and just
world.
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