
Unveiling the Lange Ferguson Site:
Unraveling the Enigmatic Peopling of the
Northern Plains
In the heart of the vast and enigmatic Northern Plains, lies the Lange
Ferguson site, an archaeological treasure that has captivated the attention
of scientists and historians alike. This article delves into the captivating
story of the Lange Ferguson site, exploring its significance in understanding
the complex tapestry of human migration and cultural evolution in North
America.

A Tapestry of Time: The Lange Ferguson Site's Archaeological
Significance
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Discovered in 1982, the Lange Ferguson site is a prehistoric campsite that
has yielded a wealth of artifacts and ecofacts, providing invaluable insights
into the lifeways of past inhabitants. The site is situated on the high plains
of northeastern Wyoming, near the headwaters of the Powder River. Its
strategic location at the intersection of multiple ecological zones has made
it a crossroads for human movement and interaction throughout prehistory.

Archaeological investigations at the Lange Ferguson site have revealed an
occupational sequence spanning thousands of years, from the Paleoindian
period (12,000-8,000 BCE) to the Late Prehistoric period (500 CE-1500
CE). The site has been occupied by a succession of cultures, each leaving
its unique imprint on the archaeological record.

The Paleoindian Period: Spearheads and Bison Hunts
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Paleoindian artifacts, including spearheads and stone tools, provide evidence of
hunting and campsite activities.

The earliest evidence of human presence at the Lange Ferguson site dates
to the Paleoindian period, a time characterized by big-game hunting and
the use of stone tools. Projectile points and butchering tools found at the
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site attest to the presence of Paleoindians who relied on hunting large
mammals, such as mammoths and bison, for sustenance.

The Archaic Period: Diversification and Adaptation

As the climate warmed and the megafauna of the Ice Age dwindled, the
people of the Archaic period (8,000-500 BCE) at the Lange Ferguson site
adapted to a more diverse and challenging environment. They developed
new hunting and gathering strategies, targeting smaller game and
exploiting plant resources more интенсивно.

Archaeological evidence suggests that Archaic period occupants of the site
also engaged in specialized activities, such as hide tanning and tool
making. The presence of bone awls, scrapers, and other tools indicates the
importance of crafting tasks in their daily lives.

The Late Prehistoric Period: Agriculture and Village Life



The Late Prehistoric period (500 CE-1500 CE) witnessed significant
cultural changes at the Lange Ferguson site. The of agriculture, likely
through contacts with neighboring groups, had a profound impact on the
lifeways of the inhabitants. The presence of pottery, ceramic fragments,
and storage pits suggests that people began to cultivate crops and settle in
more permanent villages.

In addition to agriculture, the Late Prehistoric period at the Lange Ferguson
site is also characterized by the emergence of new technologies and
artistic styles. Arrow points and ceramic designs show influences from
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different cultural groups, highlighting the site's role as a crossroads for
interaction and exchange.

The Lange Ferguson Bone Tools: A Technological Masterpiece

Exquisitely crafted bone tools showcase the skill and ingenuity of the site's
inhabitants.
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Throughout its occupational history, the Lange Ferguson site has yielded a
remarkable collection of bone tools, demonstrating the ingenuity and skill of
its inhabitants. These tools were meticulously crafted from the bones of
various animals, including bison, pronghorns, and deer.

The bone tools from the Lange Ferguson site exhibit a wide range of forms
and functions. They include awls for sewing and hide processing, scrapers
for preparing hides and tools, needles for basketry and weaving, and
flakers for making stone tools. The intricate designs and delicate
workmanship of these tools are a testament to the artistic and technological
prowess of the site's occupants.

The production and use of bone tools at the Lange Ferguson site provide
valuable insights into the technological and cultural development of the
people who lived there. These tools were essential for a variety of tasks,
from everyday subsistence activities to the creation of ritual and ceremonial
objects.

The People of the Lange Ferguson Site: A Cultural Mosaic



Analysis of human remains from the Lange Ferguson site has provided
valuable information about the physical characteristics and cultural
practices of its inhabitants. The people who lived there were a diverse
group, showing genetic and cultural influences from both the eastern and
western regions of North America.

Physical anthropologists have found evidence of both dolichocephalic
(long-headed) and brachycephalic (short-headed) individuals at the Lange
Ferguson site. This suggests that the population was not isolated but had
contacts with other groups in neighboring regions.

Archaeological evidence also points to the presence of mortuary practices
that may have been influenced by both eastern and western cultural
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traditions. The discovery of both flexed and extended burials, as well as the
presence of grave goods, suggests a complex and varied belief system.

The Lange Ferguson Site and the Peopling of the Northern Plains

The Lange Ferguson site has played a pivotal role in our understanding of
the peopling of the Northern Plains. Its long and continuous occupational
sequence provides a unique window into the cultural and technological
development of the region's inhabitants over thousands of years.

The site's strategic location at the crossroads of multiple ecological zones
made it a natural gathering place for different cultural groups. The
exchange of ideas, technologies, and genetic material contributed to the
rich and diverse cultural tapestry of the Northern Plains.

The Lange Ferguson site challenges traditional models of human migration
and cultural diffusion in North America. It suggests that cultural
development in the Northern Plains was not a linear process but rather a
complex and dynamic interaction between local and external influences.

Preserving the Past: The Lange Ferguson Site Today



The Lange Ferguson site is now a protected archaeological site, preserving its rich
history for future generations.

Today, the Lange Ferguson site is a protected archaeological site,
managed by the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). Visitors can explore
the site's trails and interpretive signs, gaining insights into the lives of its
past inhabitants. The site serves as a reminder of the rich and complex
history of the Northern Plains and the importance of preserving our cultural
heritage.

Unveiling the Enigmas: The Lange Ferguson Book

For a more in-depth exploration of the Lange Ferguson site and its
significance, delve into the captivating book, "The Lange Ferguson Site and
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Associated Bone Tool Technology: Peopling of the Northern Plains." This
comprehensive volume, authored by renowned archaeologists Dr. George
C. Frison and Dr. Dennis J. Stanford, presents a detailed account of the
site's archaeological investigations, bone tool analysis, and the broader
context of human migration in the Northern Plains.

The book is a valuable resource for scholars, students, and anyone
interested in the rich history of the American West. Its pages unravel the
enigmas of the Lange Ferguson site, shedding light on the lives,
technologies, and cultural interactions of its enigmatic inhabitants.

The Lange Ferguson site is a testament to the enduring power of human
ingenuity and adaptation. Its long and complex history provides invaluable
insights into the peopling of the Northern Plains and the dynamic nature of
cultural development in North America. Through the meticulous work of
archaeologists and the preservation efforts of the BLM, the legacy of the
Lange Ferguson site will continue to inspire and inform generations to
come.

The book, "The Lange Ferguson Site and Associated Bone Tool
Technology: Peopling of the Northern Plains," is a must-read for anyone
seeking to delve deeper into the captivating story of this archaeological
treasure. Its pages hold the keys to unlocking the secrets of the past,
shedding light on the complex interplay between humanity and the ever-
changing landscape of the Northern Plains.
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