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In the annals of history, few battles loom as large as the Battle of
Thermopylae. Fought in 480 BC between the invading Persian army and a
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small band of Greek defenders, this epic clash marked a turning point in
the history of Western civilization.
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In "Thermopylae: The Battle for the West," renowned historian Paul
Cartledge transports readers to this iconic battlefield and delves into the
events that unfolded there. With meticulous research and vivid prose, he
reconstructs the lead-up to the battle, the clash itself, and its profound
impact on the course of history.

The Persian Empire's Ambitions

In the early 5th century BC, the Persian Empire under King Darius |
embarked on an ambitious campaign to expand its territory westward into
Greece. Having conquered much of Asia Minor, Darius saw Greece as the
gateway to Europe and a potential threat to his empire.

In 490 BC, Darius sent a large army to Greece to punish the city of Athens,
which had supported the lonian Revolt, an earlier Greek uprising against
Persian rule. The Athenians, along with their allies from other Greek city-
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states, met the Persians at the Battle of Marathon and won a decisive
victory.

Despite this setback, Darius remained determined to conquer Greece. In
480 BC, he gathered an even larger army, estimated to number over
200,000 men, and set out once again to subdue the Greeks.

The Greek Response

Faced with the threat of a Persian invasion, the Greek city-states put aside
their differences and formed a defensive alliance. The Spartans, known for
their military prowess, took the lead in organizing the Greek resistance.

King Leonidas | of Sparta led a force of 300 Spartan hoplites (heavily
armored infantrymen) to Thermopylae, a narrow pass located in central
Greece. The pass provided a strategic choke point where the Persians
would have to funnel through, giving the Greeks an advantage in defending
against the overwhelming Persian numbers.

In addition to the Spartans, other Greek city-states sent contingents of
troops to Thermopylae, including Athenians, Thebans, and Thespians. The
total Greek force numbered around 7,000 men, a mere fraction of the size
of the Persian army.

The Battle of Thermopylae

On August 11, 480 BC, the Persian army arrived at Thermopylae and
demanded that the Greeks surrender. Leonidas defiantly refused, famously
responding, "Come and get them."



For two days, the Greeks held their ground against the Persian onslaught,
fighting valiantly despite being outnumbered and outmaneuvered. The
Persian cavalry, unable to charge through the narrow pass, was forced to
retreat.

On the third day, however, a traitor named Ephialtes revealed a secret path
through the mountains that allowed the Persians to bypass the Greek
defenses. Faced with encirclement, Leonidas Free Downloaded the
remaining Greeks to retreat, while he and his 300 Spartans stayed behind
to fight a last stand.

The Spartans fought to the death, holding the line against the Persians for
several hours. Leonidas was killed in the fighting, along with all of his men.

The Legacy of Thermopylae

Although the Greeks at Thermopylae were ultimately defeated, their
sacrifice had a profound impact on the course of history. The battle bought
precious time for the rest of Greece to prepare for the Persian invasion,
and it inspired the Greeks to fight on with renewed determination.

The Battle of Thermopylae became a symbol of Greek courage and
defiance, and it has been immortalized in countless works of art, literature,
and film. It remains one of the most famous and inspiring battles in all of
history.

In "Thermopylae: The Battle for the West," Paul Cartledge brings to life this
epic battle and its enduring legacy. Through his masterful storytelling and
meticulous research, he shows us the courage, sacrifice, and resilience of



the Greeks who fought against overwhelming odds to defend their
homeland.

"Thermopylae: The Battle for the West" is a must-read for anyone
interested in ancient history, military strategy, or the enduring themes of
courage, sacrifice, and the struggle for freedom.
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m i ,1 : Step into the annals of Western Civilization, a grand tapestry woven
hwﬁm s with threads of triumph and adversity, dominance and diversity. From the
e dawn of ancient Greece to the...
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