
The Birmingham Church Bombing That
Changed the Course of Civil Rights
On September 15, 1963, a bomb exploded at the 16th Street Baptist
Church in Birmingham, Alabama. The bombing killed four little girls: Addie
Mae Collins, Denise McNair, Carole Robertson, and Cynthia Wesley. It also
injured many others.
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The bombing was a horrific act of violence that shook the nation. It was a
reminder of the racism and hatred that was still prevalent in the United
States. The bombing also led to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
which outlawed discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex, or
national origin.

The Victims
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The four little girls who were killed in the bombing were all innocent victims.
Addie Mae Collins was 14 years old. Denise McNair was 11 years old.
Carole Robertson was 14 years old. Cynthia Wesley was 14 years old.

The girls were attending Sunday school at the 16th Street Baptist Church
when the bomb exploded. They were in the basement of the church,
preparing for a youth program. The bomb exploded at 10:22 a.m., just as
the girls were getting ready to go upstairs for the service.

The explosion was so powerful that it blew out the entire front of the
church. It also caused the roof to collapse. The girls were killed instantly.
Many other people were injured, some of them seriously.

The Investigation

The FBI immediately began an investigation into the bombing. They quickly
determined that the bomb had been planted in a car that was parked in
front of the church.

The FBI also identified four suspects: Robert Chambliss, Thomas Blanton,
Bobby Cherry, and Herman Cash. All four men were members of the Ku
Klux Klan.

The suspects were arrested and charged with murder. However, it took
many years to bring them to justice. Chambliss was convicted in 1977 and
sentenced to life in prison. Blanton was convicted in 2001 and sentenced to
life in prison. Cherry was convicted in 2002 and sentenced to life in prison.
Cash was never convicted of the bombing, but he was convicted of other
crimes and died in prison in 1994.

The Legacy



The Birmingham Church Bombing was a horrific act of violence, but it also
had a profound impact on the Civil Rights Movement. The bombing helped
to galvanize the movement and led to the passage of the Civil Rights Act of
1964.

The bombing also left a lasting legacy of pain and suffering. The families of
the victims have never fully recovered from the loss of their loved ones.
The bombing also continues to serve as a reminder of the racism and
hatred that still exists in the United States.

However, the bombing also inspired hope and courage. The victims of the
bombing became martyrs for the Civil Rights Movement. Their deaths
helped to change the course of history and make the United States a more
just and equal society.
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