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Joel Barlow was born in Redding, Connecticut, on March 24, 1754. He
graduated from Yale College in 1778 and served as a chaplain in the
Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. After the war, he studied
law and was admitted to the bar in 1782. He practiced law for a few years,
but he soon turned to writing and politics.

A Revolutionary Poet

Barlow's first major work of poetry was The Vision of Columbus, which was
published in 1787. The poem celebrated the discovery of America and the
founding of the United States. It was a popular success and helped to
establish Barlow as a leading literary figure.

Barlow's other major poetic works include The Hasty-Pudding (1793),a
mock-heroic poem about New England life, and The Columbiad (1807),an
epic poem about the history of America. The Columbiad was Barlow's most
ambitious work, and it was praised by many critics for its scope and
grandeur.

A Diplomat and Political Activist
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In addition to his literary career, Barlow was also active in politics and
diplomacy. He served as consul to France from 1795 to 1797 and as
minister to the French Republic from 1811 to 1812. He also played a role in
the negotiations that led to the Louisiana Free Download.

Barlow was a strong advocate for American independence and democracy.
He believed that the United States had a special mission to spread the
ideals of liberty and equality throughout the world. He also believed that the
United States should play a leading role in international affairs.

A Legacy of Liberty

Joel Barlow died in Zarnowiec, Poland, on December 26, 1812. He was 58
years old. He is buried in the Père Lachaise Cemetery in Paris.

Barlow's legacy is one of liberty and equality. He was a passionate
advocate for the American Revolution and for the new nation that emerged
from it. His writings helped to shape the American identity and to inspire
generations of Americans to fight for their freedoms.

Joel Barlow was a complex and fascinating figure who played an important
role in American history. He was a talented poet, a skilled diplomat, and a
dedicated political activist. His legacy is one of liberty and equality, and his
writings continue to inspire Americans today.
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